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Figure 3-A. Can You Claim a Dependency Exemption?

�

Was the person whose dependency exemption you wish to claim a U.S. citzen or resident,
or a resident of Canada or Mexico for any part of the tax year?*

Yes

No
�

�

Did the person for whom you wish to claim a dependency exemption file a joint return for
the year?**

No

Yes
�

�

Could you, or your spouse if filing jointly, be claimed on someone else’s tax return this
year?

No

Yes
�

�

Was the qualifying person a child who is your son, daughter, stepchild, foster child,
brother, sister, stepbrother, stepsister, or a descendant of any of them (i.e., your
grandchild, niece, or nephew)?*

Did your qualifying child provide over half of his or her own support for the 
year? ***(See Pub 501)

You cannot claim a
dependency exemption for
this person.�

No � Yes

�

Yes

Did your qualifying child live with you as a member of your household for
more than half the year? (See Residency test in Publication 501 for exceptions
to this requirement such as births, deaths, and temporary absences.)

�

No

Was your qualifying child under 19 at the end of the year?

�
No

� No

OR
Was your qualifying child under 24 at the end of the year and a full-time
student for some part of each of five months during the year? (See Student
under age 24 in Pub 501.)

OR
Was your qualifying child any age and permanently and totally disabled?

Was the qualifying person a relative who is your...Son, daughter, foster child, or a
descendant of them (for Example, your grandchild)?

OR
Brother, sister, or a son or daughter of either of them (for example, your niece or nephew)?

OR
Father, mother, or an ancestor or sibling of either of them (for example, your grandmother,
grandfather, aunt or uncle)?

OR
Stepbrother, stepsister, stepfather, stepmother, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, father-in-law,
mother-in-law, brother-in-law, or sister-in-law?

OR

� Yes

Any other person (other than your spouse) who lived with you all years as a member of
your household if your relationship does not violate local law?

You can claim an exemption for this
person as a qualifying child. (See
Qualifying child of more than one
person in Publication 501 if the
child also meets these conditions
for another person.)

�

Yes

Was the qualifying person a qualifying child of any other person?

Did the qualifying person have gross income of less than $3,200 in 2005? (If
the person was permanently and totally disabled, see Exception to goss
income test in Pub. 501.)

Did you provide over half the support for the qualifying person for 2005? For
exceptions, see information on children of divorced or separated parents,
multiple support agreements, and kidnapped children in Publication 501.

� No

� Yes You can claim an exemption for this
person as a qualifying relative.

�
Yes

You cannot claim an exemption for
this person as a qualifying child or
as a qualifying relative.�

� Yes

�
Yes

�
No

�
No

No

If neither the person nor the person’s spouse is required to file a return but they file a joint return to claim a refund of tax withheld, you may answer “no” to
this question.
Answer “yes” to this question if you meet the multiple support requirements under Multiple Support Agreement in Pub 501.

*
If the person was your legally adopted child, answer “yes” to this question.*

*

* * *




